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Washington “&nbsp; USDA Rural Development State Director William                H. Bradley joined Congressman John Olver and Senators Edward M.                Kennedy and John F. Kerry in announcing that a $50,000 federal USDA                grant has been awarded to the Adams Middle School. The funding will                be used to help bring the school into compliance with the Americans                with Disabilities Act and Massachusetts Access Code Laws. The $50,000                grant complements $405,400 in state monies. 

Rep. Olver said, œThis type of grant is designed to ensure that                individuals with disabilities achieve increased independence and                productivity. And, there is no place where productivity is more                important than in school. I am pleased that USDA Rural Development                is committed to this effort."              

Senator Kennedy said, œThis grant is very timely. It will expedite                these important improvement projects at the school, and help to                assure that all the children of Adams, including those with disabilities,                will have the best education possible.”              

œEvery child should be given access to a quality education regardless                of physical disabilities,” stated Senator Kerry. œThis funding will                help the Adams Middle School create a great learning environment                for all its students.”              

œRural Development places special emphasis on the education and                safety of America°s youth,” said Bradley.&nbsp; œI am proud to have                an opportunity to support this initiative through funding projects                such as the Adams Middle School renovations.”              

The funds will be used to add accessible toilet rooms at the kitchen,                two new accessible toilet rooms at the administration office, and                boys° and girls° locker room showers.              

œAccessibility should not be considered a luxury,” commented Bradley.              

The Rural Development funding is offered under the aegis of the                Community Facilities Grant program. This program offers the citizens                of rural Massachusetts a better quality of life by striving to ensure                that facilities such as health care centers and public safety complexes                are available at an affordable cost to the taxpayer. Both USDA Rural                Development and the federal representatives in Washington are committed                to this effort and promise to help build stronger, more vibrant                rural communities across Massachusetts.              
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